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ANNUAL REPORT 
| SELECTMEN, TREASURER, 


SUPHERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


OF TBE 


TOWN OF BEDFORD 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1874. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 


SELECTMEN, AUDITORS, 


AND 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


OF THE 


TOWN OF BEDFORD. 


FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1874. 


MANCHESTER: 
WILLIAM H. FISK, PRINTER AND STATIONER. — 
1874. 


TREASURBERB’S REPORT 


For the Year 1878-4, 


Town of Bedford in account with O. L. Kenpatrt, Town 


Treasurer, for the year ending March lst, 1874. 


Paid old orders, 
Paid orders to March Ist, 1874, 
State tax, 
County tax, 
School money, in part, 
Cash on hand, 
Due from Collector, 1872, 
66 66 1878, 
State Bonds, 
School money, balance, 1872, 
Patten note, 


Assets from the Treasurer, 1872, 
Amount of tax assessed, 1873, 
Literary fund, 

Railroad tax, 

Savings Bank tax, 

Interest on bonds, 

Insurance tax, 

Received of State, 


id County, 
es Town of Merrimack, 
¢ John Hodgman, interest, in part, 


‘<< for rent of Town Hall, 


“ of Silas A. Riddle, use of hearse, 


‘* for Cemetery lots, 


Respectfully submitted, 
O. L. KENDALL, Treasurer. 


Dr. 


$202 
6,572 
2,406 
793 
1,304 
2,842 
2,120 
2,631 
8,400 
110 
44 


$27,426 


86 


$27,426 


47 


—_—_—-—— 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


INCIDENTA]L EXPENSES. 


Joseph H. Stevens, services as Selectman, 
Daniel George, . 
Solomon Manning, es 


E. C. Stevens, services as Superintending School Com., 


Theordore A. Goffe, services as Town Clerk, 
Wm. P. Worthley, : Treasurer, 
William Walker, usé of watering trough, 
Joseph H. Stevens, as per bill, 

John L. Kittredge, sheep killed by dogs, 

H. T. Barnard, paid printing town report, 


William McAllister, paid stationery and collector’s books, 


S. H. Patten, damage to wagon, 

John Goffe, abatement on account of loss by fire, 
G. M. French, avertax in 1871 and ’72, 

Frank W. Mace, overtax in 1871, 

Joseph Ward, labor at the cemetery, 

Nathan Parker, abatement on part of his tax, 
Gardner Nevins, on his note, 

J. S. McNeill, school house tax in Dist. No. 4, 
Nathaniel Flint, labor at the cemetery at Joppa, 
William McAllaster, paid County Com. on Flint road, 
Joseph Ward, labor at the cemetery, 

Clinton Hodgman, overtax, 

H. T. Barnard, stove for the Town House, 
Stephen Goffe, labor at cemetery and on highway, 
Thomas F. Kendall, repairing tools, 

Oliver L. Kendall, paid Gardner Nevins, interest, 
James T, Kendall, for powder and fuse, 
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Oliver L. Kendall, money to pay Mrs. Carley, 
William McAllaster, labor at cemetery and highway, 
pp putting up guide boards, 
R. M. Rollins, labor at Cemetery, » 
Nathan Cutter, aid to transient persons, 
Geo. W. Goffe, expense on Shepard suit, 
John M. Holt, overtax, 
John Hodgman, for overpaid on his warrants 1871-2, 
Horace Townsend, error in his tax, 
George W. Goffe, paid I. W. Smith, on Shepard suit, 
O. L. Kendall, paid Gardner Nevins note, 
eg sie interest on Chandler heirs’ note, 
Silas Holbrook, gates for cemetery at Joppa, 
William McAllaster, as per bill, 
H. T. Barnard, aid to transient persons, 
John S. McNeill, rf es 
Daniel George, collector’s book for 1872, 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


John L. Kittredge, labor on highway, 
E. C. Stevens, breaking roads, | 
Solomon Manning, labor on highway, 


Patrick Cochran SE 
Abner L. Hadley, es 
Quincy Barnard, * 
William U. Gage, s 
George W. Flint, oo 
John H. McAfee, ds 
Seth P. Campbell, “ 
Clinton French, cs 
Stephen Goffe, 
D. R. Barnard, a 
Eliphalet Bursiel, “§ 


Frank P. Worthley, ri 
Bradford Beal, ‘ 


$5,280 05 


6 


S. E. Morrison, labor on Lighway, 


E. G. Tolford, 
Frederick F. French, 
J. P. Hodgman, 
Edward Barr, 

1. ,D; Perry, 

Silas Holbrook, 
Joseph H. Tinker, 
Albert L. Flint, 

Eri K. Woods, 
Milton N. Spencer, 


Jesse Witherspoon, repairing roads, 


John G. Vose, 
Stilman Parkhurst, | 
EK. G. Newton, 
Joseph G. Holbrook, 


James Fullerton, repairing 


E. W Butterfield, 

_ Ephraim Kendall, 
John S. McNeill, 

Sanford Roby, 

S. A, Shepard, 

William McAllister, 

David R. Barnard, 

Henry T. Barnard, 

John C. Ferguson, 

William R. French, 


66 


66 


6é 


66 


6é 


ee 


66 


6¢ 


6¢ 


66 


breaking ‘° 


6é 


cé 


cé 


66 


and plank for bridge, 


highways, 


66 


6¢ 


66 


O. L. Kendall, E. W. Fellow’s Non. Res. highway tax 


worked out, 


Quincy Barnard, on Res. highway tax worked out, 
James A. Parker, labor on highway, 


James Huskey, 
Chas. H. Moore, . 
Clinton French, 
Jesse Witherspoon 
William Moore, 
S. W. Dunbar, 
Solomon Manning, 


66 


and plank 


ie 


7 


35 
50 
00 
47 
00 


H. T. Barnard, —_ labor on highway $ 8 
Sanford Roby, Pies 12 
Alfred Jones, 6e 42 
Quincy Barnard, F. Maces’ highway tax worked out, 1 
Timothy Stevens, breaking roads, 31 

$1292 


89 


Amount of money assessed upon the polls and ratable estate 
of residents and non. residents in the town of Bedford for the year 


1873: 

State tax $2,406 00 

County tax 793 05 

Town tax 3,000 00 

Dog tax 92 00 

School tax 1,431 67 

Percentage 21809 

School house tax in District No. 4 25 00 

Non. Res. highway tax 55 21 

$8,581 02 
PROPORTION OF SCHOOL MONEY. 

District No. 1, | $255 71 
eee 5 F ; 170 94 
“3, 114 84 
“og, 221 04 
a ; 104 00 
“6, 131 09 
se aT 141 74 
ies, og 145 €6 
«6 gy 117 64 
Pages kO) 46 24 

state: Ady : 72 02 


$1,520 92 


8 


Total amount of orders drawn since March 1, 1873 


Incidental expenses $5,280 05 
Highways and bridges 1,292 85 
$6,572 90 
Money paid without orders being drawn: 
State tax $2,406 00 
County tax 793 05 
School money 1,431 67 
$4,630 72 
$11,203 62 


The whole amount of assets from the 


Treasuser’s report $27,426 47 
Deduct money paid out up to March 1, 

1873 11,203 62 

— $16,222 85 

Deduct estimated amount due town officers 

and outstanding bills 800 00 
Net assets of town March 1, 1874 $15,422 85 
Amount of notes March 1, 1874 0,784 25 
Leaving a balance in favor of the town $9,638 60 


TOWN NOTES. 

Names. Dates. Principals. In. due. Amt. 
Blanchard Nichols, Feb. 12, 1870, $307 60 $88 23 $345 83 
Natbaniel Flint, March 22, 1866, 1,000 00 254 61 1,254 61 
P. T: Campbell Nov.. 5, 1872, 141 85 Sie 
Chandler heirs Feb. 18, 1870, 3,000 00 7 42 3,007 42 
Letitia M. Houston, Nov. 4,1873, 700 00 16 33 716 38 
William McAllaster, Nov. 6, 1873, 300 00 700 £307 00 


$5784 25 
Respectfully submitted : 
WILLIAM McALLSATER, } Selectmen 
HENRY T. BARNARD, of 
JOHN 8S. McNEILL, Bedford. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


Your Superintendent, in presenting this his annual report to 
his fellow townsmen, will say he has endeavored, as well as his 
health and ability would allow, to look after, and have a special 
care for the interest of your schools, though it was with much 
_ distrust that your Committee undertook the duties assigned him. 
The office was new to him, and he felt that it involved interests 
of vast importance to the town. But, I am happy to report the 
schools, with perhaps one or two exceptions, in a very prosperous 
condition. We have been pleased during the year to notice the 
interest manifested by our scholars, and the advancement they 
have made in their studies. Let parents suitably discharge their 
duties to the teacher and scholars, and success will await our 
efforts. Parents should be very careful when, and how they 
speak before their children, in regard to their teacher or school. 
It is of vast importance that everything shonld be done for the 
best good of the young and rising generation. In some districts 
I see there is a feeling of exasperation, or prejudice, existing 
among some, caused by politics, or some old grudge. It should 
never be mentioned in connection with our school meetings. As 
St. Paul says, ‘‘let it not so much as be named among you,” es- 
pecially for the good of our schools. I would say’our examina- 
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tions have been very well attended during the year, particularly 
by the ladies. Some are finding fault with their teachers without 
knowing anything about them or the school. 1 would say to such, 
come in and see; it will do you good. We never should find 
fault without some reason. 


TEACHERS. 


Too much importance cannot be attached to the duty of select- 
ing teachers. Those who attempt to teach should have an ade- 
quate idea of the duties and responsibilities of teachers. They 
should not teach simply because they can find nothing else to do. 
They should have an idea of what has been done by others, of 
what has interested others, and of what teachers are expected to 
do for themselves, for the schools, for the community at large. 
If there is one accomplishment more than any other that is to be 
desired in acquiring an education, I think it is good reading. 
Too many of our teachers in this branch are deficient themselves, 
and it cannot be expected that they will teach more than they 
know. Children need to be both taught and trained in reading, 
more than anything else. Nothing so prejudices children against 
everything that is pleasant to the school-room, as the snappish 
treatment they are often subjected to, at the hands of a peevish 
teacher. Give us order, the best order; but deliver us from 
teachers who cannot maintain government without perpetually 
scolding or resorting to blows for every trifle. 


DISTRICT NO. ONE. 


The summer term was taught by Miss Drerure E. Harngs, a 
teacher of much experience, well qualified to fill the place she 
occupied as a teacher. I was in at the commencement and at its 
close. I was much pleased with all the examination, especially 
Arithmetic, Geography, Algebra and Penmanship. As a teacher, 
Miss Haines is ranked among our best teachers, so she can do 
about as she pleases. She commenced the fall term, taught eight — 
weeks, and having a louder call she left, without giving the Su- 
perintendent any notice. I was in at the commencement of the 
fall term, found all things going on pleasant with the exception of 


} 
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a little better order, which is necessary, in order for our improve- 
ment. 

Winter term commenced by Miss Mirram B. Grin~MoreE, one 
of our most thorough and efficient teachers, with large experience. 
I was much pleased with the appearance of the school at the com- 
mencement, but after being in session two weeks, she was obliged 
to give it up on acconnt of her health. Could she have continued 
the school until the close, it would have been a complete success, 
for she was just the one they needed. The Superintendent heard 
that a Miss somebody from Manchester, had commenced school on 
her own hook. As the teacher has not presented herself for a 
certificate, it would be compromising the dignity of the Superin- 
tendent to run after her. And so she left. ‘The remaining six 
weeks to be taught is under the charge of Miss Laura A. Rip- 
DLE, a teacher whose natural tact and superior education, with a 
considerable experience, renders her one of the best. She is a 
graduate from the Normal school, and thorough in every point. 
The school is still in operation. We would like to retain Miss 
Riddle as one of our teachers. 


DISTRICT No. TWO. 


Both Summer and Autumn terms were taught by Miss A. KE. 
SHEDD, an active, energetic, and experienced teacher, well quali- 
fied to fill any position she may be called to occupy. When she 
says a thing, she means it. Her school was under the best of 
discipline, and her examination made interesting by the prompt 
and correct manner in which the classes exhibited their improve- 
ment. Length of school eighteen weeks; might have béen 
longer had she not been previously engaged. 


REMARKS BY THE TEACHER. 


The progress of the school was very sensibly retarded, at the 
commencement, by the prevalence of the measles, unhappily, and 
unpleasant feelings exist in the minds of some in the district con- 
cerning the school, resulting in the withdrawal of a portion of 
the school. ‘The teacher came here forewarned of this, but with 
a **conscience void of offense,” has sought to discharge her duties 
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faithfully. Though the scholars are young and in someé respects 
backward, she awards them praise for their good deportment, 
trusting that the term has been pleasant and profitable to all who 
have remained connected with the school. 


DISTRICT No. THREE. 


Summer term was taught by Miss Eunice STEvENs, who was 
amply qualified to instruct in the various branches required by law - 
to be taught in our district schools. The school appeared well at 
the commencement, and I left having no fear for the prosperity of 
the school; but in the course of two or three weeks, was sur- 
prised to hear that she had closed her school and gone home. I 
cannot help feeling that if all who were concerned in the school 
should have adopted the golden rule, ‘*to do to others as we 
would they should to us,” Miss Stevens would have remained in 
her school until the close. The remaining summer term of eight 
weeks was taught by Miss M. Aspire Center of Litchfield. I 
inspected the school soon after its commencement, and found it — 
to be starting off in a satisfactory manner. This school was 
characterized by good order, correct and thorough teaching, and 
good sense in all the minute details of. its management. The ex- 
amination was conducted with good judgment, and exhibiting 
good progress in all the scholars. Was glad to see many in at 
the close. 

Fall term commenced by Miss WaLkER of Manchester, kept 
two weeks or more, and left without any notice, or register re- 
turned. ‘Tnerefcre I cannot report. ‘The remainder of the term 
was finished by Miss Saran M. Foster, a teacher of much 
experience and finished qualifications. Was glad to know you 
was so fortunate as to secure the services of Miss Foster, who has 
made for herself a reputation unsurpassed by any one in town, 
and when we know she has charge of a school, we know our 
every wish will be realized. JI regret that on account of sickness 
I was detained from the examination. 


DISTRICT No. FOUR. 


Summer and Fall term was taught by Miss Jostz M. Rouurns. 
Few young teachers can commence school-keeping in their own 
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district, and succeed as well as they would be likely to do among 
strangers; but there are exceptions to this rule, and this instance 
was a most happy one. The teacher appeared perfectly at home, 
and managed the school as though she had taught many terms. 
The good improvement shown by the examination could have 
been certainly foretold by anyone acquainted with the way the 
school was managed. All appeared satisfied. 

Winter term by Miss Sarau M. Fosrer, whose school I never 
can visit without feeling to exclaim, how excellent! Excellent in 
order, excellent in prompt and pleasing manners, excellent in 
all things. 


DISTRICT NO. FIVE. 


Taught by Miss Anna D. Frencu. The school, in all respects 
was most admirably managed, and the success was all that could 
be desired. Everything about the school-recom was kept in the 
neatest and most orderly shape possible, and the classes were 
drilled with great accuracy and precision. At the closing review, 
the classes exhibited their attainments in a pleasing manner, prov- 
ing that they had been thoroughly trained, reflecting much credit 
to both teacher and scholar. 

Winter term by Mrs. Dr. Stevens, who had charge of the 
school. ‘This district was fortunate in selecting her for a teacher. 
She is a lady of much experience and fine abilities, being per- 
fectly at home in the school-room. Her whole management of 
the school being of the strictest, nicest, and most pleasing man- 
ner. The examination gave positve proof that the winter’s work 
here performed was a most profitable one to all connected with it. 
The house, both terms, was beautifully decorated with evergreen. 


DISTRICT NO. SIX. 


Summer term. This was the first school Miss Neue B. 
CHAMBERLAIN had: taught. Miss Chamberlain is a young lady 
possessing more than ordinary merit. On visiting the school at 
the commencement it was evident that the term would be one that 
would give general satisfaction. I believe that not one word 
from any one in the district was spoken against the school; all 
were perfectly satisfied. ‘The examination at the close of the 
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school was pleasant and the recitations good. The school though 
small appeared to do all they could to please their teacher. Miss 
Chamberlain, I think, after some experience will rank amongst 
our best teachers. Winter term. This school was under the 
care of Miss Rockwoop, a young lady from Manchester. She 
makes the school-room pleasant to her scholars. This was Miss 
Rockwood’s first term of teaching school. She seemed interested 
in her labors, and well qualified for her position. I was in at the 
opening of the school.found things moving in a straight forward 
manner, everything seemed to be in good order. As I am obliged 
to hand in my report, and your school is now in session, I have 
nothing more to say. 


DISTRICT. NO. SEVEN. 


The Summer term of ten weeks was taught by Miss EMMA J 
WITHERSPOON, an experienced and faithful teacher. The school 
enjoyed the advantage of a teacher familiar with the habits and 
capacities of the scholars. She made the school-room pleasant to 
the scholars, and was, I think, quite successful as a teacher. At 
the closing exhibition the district was represented wholly by ladies, 
and the delegation was by no means a small one. 

Winter term by Miss Apsre C. Paas, of Dunbarton, a teacher 
of some experience and good recommendations. This school com- 
menced under very favorable auspices, although some of the 
scholars had made up their minds at the commencement of the 
school, not to respect her, or obey the orders of school. I think 
if the scholars had done as they ought, Miss Page might have 
finished her school and come off with honor, and the district 
have been perfectly satisfied. The remaining four weeks was 
taught by Mrs. Fannre A. AVERILL an experienced and efficient 
teacher. The government of the school was excellent and it was 
maintained without losing the respect of her scholars. I was in 
at the close of the school, was much pleased with the reading 
classes, and the small classes in Mental Arithmetic and Geography. 
They have made great improvement in all their studies. 
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DISTRICT. NO. EIGHT. Menten 


Summer term was commenced by Miss Torrirr, of Goffstown, 
and continued eight weeks; I was in at the first part of. the school 
and found things going on very pleasantly. Had the district been 
united, I think there would have been no cause for fault-finding, 
with the exception of better order. As no register has been re- 
turned, and hearing she left on account of sickness, I have no fur- 
ther remarks to make. 

Fall term, by Miss Lerir1a M. Apams, of New Boston. I was 
in at the commencement of the school and found things moving in 
a quiet and easy manner. Not being notified of its close, and no 
register returned, I cannot make further report. Miss Adams 
commenced the winter term and taught two weeks and the school 
was closed, for reasons best known to herself, and district. The 
remainder of the Winter term was taught by Mr. Srras HoLtproox. 
_ I was in at the commencement, every thing in a prosperous condi- 
tion. Good order and harmony prevailed inthe school, Thorough- 
ness rather than haste characterized the instruction, and very 
praiseworthy success in all the branches of study crowned the la- 
bors of the teacher, who seemed to possess the confidence and en- 
joy the aid of all the parents in the district. The school is still 
in session. 


DISTRICT NO. NINE. 


Under the charge of Miss Martam B. Girimorgz, both terms. 
She has fully sustained the high reputation previously won in the 
same position. She has succeeded in interesting her pupils in 
their studies, has maintained excellent order, and has manifested 
a patient zeal which entitles her to the gratitude of all the true 
friends of education in the district. Feeling the kindest interest 
in her pupils, she has won their love and good will and excited 
their desire to gain her approbation. At the closing examination 
there was a beautiful writing-desk presented to their teacher by 
the scholars, as a token of respect. Presentation was made by 
Miss Fannie Perry, who was very prettily replied to by their 
teacher. I was very glad to see so many in at the closing of the 
school. 


REMARKS BY THE TEACHER. 


This is one of the first schools in town; if it is not No. 1, it 
certainly ranks as such, and is all attributed to the training at 
home. Our former Superintendent remarks, ‘‘ one can determine 
what the home influence is by the conduct of children in school.” 
His words are verified. As you enter the school-room, you per- 
ceive at once, the results of obedience at home. The pupils are 
kind and respectful to each other, to the teacher and to every one. 
Many thanks to the children and friends of this school for their 
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past kindness. Also for their donation of a much valued present, 
(at the close of the last session, ) which is both useful and orna- 
mental, 


DISTRICT NO. TEN. 


Summer and Winter terms taught by Miss Saruie D, FrencnH; 
though young and inexperienced, she assumed the duties of teach- 
er, with ease and readiness, manifesting qualities that will render 
her successful as a teacher. The school was well governed, and 
the manner of teaching clear, and thorough. The one excellence 
here observed, which is worthy of the highest commendation, was, 
the very clear and audible manner in which the children were — 
taught to read and speak. Scholars are almost sure to imitate 
their teacher in this respect. The winter term was made much 
more pleasant, as well as profitable, by an addition to the number 
of scholars from the adjoining district. Every thing pertaining to 
the room appeared neat and in the best order. Was glad to see 
so many in at the close of the school. 


DISTRICT NO. ELEVEN. 


Summer and Fall terms were taught by Miss Mary E. Onion, 
of New Castle, a teacher of much promise, well qualified to fill 
the place of teacher. She was one which many might pattern by. 
She ruled with a gentle hand, but her authority was respected. 
Few teachers begin with better promise. At the closing review 
the various classes exhibited their attainments in a pleasing and 
creditable manner, both to herself and those who were present. 
It is much to the credit of Miss Odion, that all the brea ehee re- 
ceive due attention under her instruction. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Wm. R. FRENCH, 


Superintendent of Schools. 
Bedford, March 1, 1874. . 


BOOKS USED. 


Rrapine Booxs.—Holy Bible, Progressive and Hillard’s Readers. 
SPELLING Booxs.—Progressive Spellers. 
GrEOGRAPHIES.—Guyot’s, Colton & Fitch’s Geographies. 
ARITHMETICS.—LEaton’s and Robinson’s Arithmetics. 
.GramMar.—Quackenbos’ Grammar. 

ALGEBRA.—Robinson’s Algebra. 

PuHtLosopHy.—Weld’s Philosophy. 

Hisrory.—Hooker’s Natural History. 

Puys1oLocy.—Cutter’s Physiology. 

Boox Krxrine.—Hannaford & Payson’s Book Keene 


STATISTICAL TABLE. 


Names of 
teachers. 


| ‘erms. 


1/Delle E. Haines. 
sé 46 


bo 


4\Laura A. Riddle. + 
1/A. E. Shedd. 

9 66 6é 
1|Eunice Stevens. 
2|M. Abbie Center. 
3\Miss Walker. * 
4|Sarah M. Foster. 
1\Josie E. Rollins. 
- 6é 6é 
3)Sarah M. Foster. 
1}Anna D. French. 
2\Kliza A. Stevens. 
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2\Miss Rockwood. f 
1/4. S. Witherspoon. 
2|Abbie C. Page. 
3|F. A. Averill. 
‘1|Miss Topliff. * 
2|Letitia M. Adams. 
3\Silas Holbrook. 

] Miriam B, Gilmore. 
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